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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Seth Nehrbass on Wednesday, January 7, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Page 1, line 6, after "Product",", insert - (now U.S. Patent 6,357,448) - , 

line 10, after "60/", insert- 357,51 1 - . 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

In claim 276, line 7, after "tube", delete "and", 

In claim 321, line 4, after "content", replace "o" with - to --. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 279-280, 299-303 and 329-338, Applicant has claimed an 

improvement over known packaged, tobacco-containing rolled sheets of material/shells, 
said improvement comprising: 

- a tube/cylindrical form casing for receiving the rolled sheet of material/shell 
therearound, 

- a longitudinal slit formed in a sidewall of the rolled sheet/shell. 
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Regarding claims 276-278, 288 and 306-328, for which an Appeal Brief to the 
Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences was filed, the Examiner believes that one 
having ordinary skill in the art would not have been motivated to unroll (or separate the 
edges of) the rolled tobacco-sheet material of the tobacco product of either Willis or 
Bishop, and then add tobacco fill material. Therefore, these claims are allowable over 
the closest prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dionne A. Walls whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1 195. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7AM - 4:30PM (Every other 
Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P. Griffin can be reached on (571) 272-1189. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 
0661. 
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